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JANET AUDRAIN-MCGOVERN 
 

Janet Audrain-McGovern, Ph.D. is an Associate Professor in the Department of Psychiatry and Co-Director of the 

Career Development Core at the Center for Interdisciplinary Research on Nicotine Addiction at the University of 

Pennsylvania. Her research has focused, in part, on identifying and understanding the biobehavioral determinants 

of adolescent smoking acquisition to inform youth smoking prevention and smoking cessation interventions. Dr. 

Audrain-McGovern has served as the PI or Co-PI for several RO1 grants, both observational and interventional in 

nature. This work has highlighted the heterogeneity in adolescent smoking acquisition and the potential 

contribution of specific genetic factors to this heterogeneity. This work led to the identification of protective and 

risk enhancing gene by environment interactions on adolescent smoking acquisition. Dr. Audrain-McGovern is 

currently investigating the biobehavioral predictors of smoking acquisition from adolescence to young adulthood, 

the protective role of physical activity in adolescent smoking uptake, the use of behavioral economic approaches 

to explain smoking acquisition and cessation, and the co-morbidity between smoking and depression.  

 

MEGAN PIPER 

Megan Piper, Ph.D. is an Assistant Professor in the Department of Medicine at the University of Wisconsin 

School of Medicine and Public Health. Dr. Piper received her B.A. in chemistry at Carleton College in 1996, her 

M.A. in psychology at Miami University in Ohio in 1999 and her Ph.D. in clinical psychology from the 

University of Wisconsin, Madison in 2006.  Her research interests include understanding and assessing tobacco 

dependence and identifying effective smoking cessation treatments and treatment mechanisms, with a focus on 

women, underserved populations, and those with behavioral health diagnoses. Dr. Piper also practices as a clinical 

psychologist at the University Station General Internal Medicine clinic. She provides therapy to adult patients 

referred by General Internal Medicine. Her clinical work focuses on treating depression, anxiety, substance abuse, 

and general adjustment issues. 

 

DAVID ABRAMS 

David B. Abrams, Ph.D. is Executive Director of the Schroeder Institute for Tobacco Research and Policy Studies 

at the American Legacy Foundation and a Professor at the Johns Hopkins Bloomberg School of Public Health and 

Georgetown University Medical Center/Lombardi Comprehensive Cancer Center.  He is a clinical health 

psychologist and former Director of the Office of Behavioral and Social Sciences Research (OBSSR) at NIH.  He 

holds a B.Sc. (honours) in Computer Science and Psychology from the University of Witwatersrand, South 

Africa, and a Doctorate in Clinical Psychology from Rutgers University.  Dr. Abrams has published over 250 

scholarly articles, and has been a Principal or Co-Investigator on 65 grants, including a National Cancer Institute 

Program Project award for a Transdisciplinary Tobacco Use Research Center (TTURC).  Dr. Abrams is lead 

author of The Tobacco Dependence Treatment Handbook: A Guide to Best Practices, and a recipient of a book of 

the year award.  He was President of the Society for Behavioral Medicine and received their Distinguished 

Scientist and Mentorship awards.  He was a member of the Board of Scientific Advisors of the National Cancer 

Institute, served on the Robert Wood Johnson Foundation's Transdisciplinary Tobacco Etiology Research 

Network, and several Institute of Medicine expert committees, including Ending the Tobacco Problem: A 

Blueprint for the Nation.  Dr. Abrams received the Joseph W. Cullen Memorial Award from the American 

Society for Preventive Oncology for lifetime contributions to tobacco control.  He was President of the Society 

for Behavioral Medicine and a recipient of their Distinguished Scientist and Mentorship awards.  Dr. Abrams 

provides scientific leadership in tobacco control by embracing transdisciplinary research strategies. He explores 

ways to put what we know into widespread practice and policy to make an efficient impact on the population. 

Since the Tobacco Control Act of 2009, he has focused on the regulatory science needed to inform the FDA’s 

Center for Tobacco Products to protect public health.  This includes development of a strategic research agenda, 

convening expert thought leaders, conducting research, and providing capability for rapid yet rigorous knowledge 
synthesis in areas of FDA priority such as emerging reduced harm products and standards.   


